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Wallace's s trial cost 
Vanderburgh $84,000 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The highly publicized 1982 Terre 
Haute trial of Donald Ray Wallace 
Jr. and pretrial expenses have left 
Vanderburgh County taxpayers with 
bills totaling nearly $84,000. 

Of the $83,898 total, $70,363 will 
have to wait until next year because 
“we don’t have the money to pay it,” 
according to Gloria Evans of the 
Vanderburgh County auditor’s of- 
fice. 

Wallace was found guilty Sept. 22, 
1982, by a Vigo County jury of the 
Jan. 14, 1980, murders of Patrick and 
Theresa Gilligan, both 30, and their 
two children, Lisa, 5, and Gregory, 
4, at their Evansville home. The 
victims were murdered after they 
returned home and found Wallace 
burglarizing their residence. The 
case was heard in Vigo County 
because of pretrial publicity in the 
Evansville area. 

Wallace was sentenced Oct. 21, 
1982, by Judge Hugh D. McQuillan to 
die in the electric chair. The 
execution will not take place at least 
until Wallace's appeal is heard by 
the Indiana Supreme Court. 


Bills from the Wallace case and 
other cases have wiped out 
Vanderburgh County's change of 
venue fund. There was only $50,000 
in the fund for all cases for this year, 
Evans said. 

The largest Wallace bill that has 
been paid so far is $8,244 from the 
Vanderburgh County prosecutor's 
budget for such things as witness 
fees. Wallace also ate $1,134.77 
worth of food while in the Vigo 
County jail. 

An investigator’s fee was $2,446; a 
doctor charged $250 for services 
related to the case; and a partial 
transcript of legal proceedings cost 
$1,440. 

Of the Wallace bills that have not 
been paid by Vanderburgh County, 
two requests for attorney’s fees total 
$38,055, and the services of a defense 
investigator cost $1,848. 

Various psychiatric services ran 
to more than $25,000. In deciding 
whether Wailace was faking mental 
illness, the judge placed more 
emphasis on ‘‘ordinary people” than 
on testimonyéfrom psychiatrists. 

Additional expenses of keeping the 
prisong; at the Vigo County jail were 
$2, 
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The Indiana Supreme Court on 
Monday declined to take another 
look at its ruling last year that a 
new execution date should be set 


for convicted murderer Donald Ray 


ere are at least two ways 
Wallace’s execution can continue to 
be delayed. 

Wallace was convicted in Vigo 
County three years ago of four 
Evansville murders. 

Originally of Evansville, 

allace, 28, was found guilty Sept. 
22, 1982, of the Jan. 14, 1980, 
murders of Patrick and Theresa 
Gilligan, both 30, and their two 
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Supreme C ourt stands on Wallace ruling 


children, Lisa, 5, and Gregory, 4, in 
their Evansville home. 

On Oct. 21, 1982, Judge Hugh D. 
McQuillan sentenced Wallace to 
die in the electric chair. 

Wallace’s execution was 
postponed while the Supreme 
Court reviewed the case. On Dec. 6, 
1985, the high court upheld the 
death penalty for Wallace. 

William G. Smock, defense at- 
torney for Wallace, then petitioned 
the Indiana Supreme Court to take 
another look at the case. The high 
px rejected that petition Mon- 

y. 


ity Atrairs 

Smock said Tuesday he will now 
ask the U.S. Supreme Court to 
review the case. 

That’s a statistical long shot. The 
highest court refuses to review the 
vast majority of cases presented to 
it. The October ABA Journal said 
the U.S. Supreme Court will be 
presented 4,100 cases this term but 
is expected to review 170 of them. 

If the U.S. Supreme Court re- 
fuses to review the case, Smock 
then can go down the second road: 
back to Vigo Circuit Court and file 
a post-conviction relief petition om 
new appeal grounds. \ 
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Wallace back in Vigo jail 


By John Halladay 
Tribune:Siar Staff Revarter 


Donald Ray Wallace Jr. has been returned to the 


Vigo C y Sai and will appear in court Monday 
afternoon. 

Wallace waa among death row inmates who took 
three sa be hostage Monday at Indiana State 
Prison In Michigan City. 

he hostages were released after state officials 
agreed to broadeast a memorandum of understand- 
ing between the inmates and prison administra- 
tion. The seven-point agreement included a promise 
that the Department of Correction favors single 
celling for inmates on death row, 

Wallace ia bavk in Vigo County te have a new 
execution date set. 

Originally of Evansville, Wallace, 28, was found 
guilty Sept. 22, 1982, of the Jan. 14, 1980, murders 
of Patrick and Theresa Gilligan, both 30, and their 
two children, Lisa, 6, and Gregory, 4, in their 
Evanaville home. 

On Oct. 21, 1982, Judge Hugh D. McQuillan 
sentenced Wallace to die in the electric chair. 

Wallace's execution was delayed while the 
Indiana Supreme Court reviewed the case. 

On Dec. 6, 1985, the high court upheld the death 
penalty for Wallace. 

William G. Smock. defense attorney for Wallace, 
then filed a petition to have the Indiana Supreme 
Court take another look at the case, but the high 
court rejected that petition. 

The new execution date is to be set by Robert H 
Brown. who replaced McQuillan as Vigo circuit 
judge 

urther ass if expected in whatever new 
execution date Brown sets Monday 

Smock said earlier he plans to ask the U.S. 
Supreme Court to review Wallace’s conviction and 
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'Wallace, mates 
desperate: Smock 


Three prison i Pg were held hostage 
Monday y inmates in “a desperate act on 
their parf to communicate their need” for 
privacy, the defense attorney for convieted 
Med Donald Ray Wallace Jr. sai 

ursday. 

Wallace and other inmates released the last 
two prison employees after state officiale 
agreed to broadeast a memorandum of 
understanding between the inmates and 
prison administration, 

William G. Smock, defense attorney for 
Wallace, said after talking with Wallace in 
the Vigo County dail, “I think he just feela 
Indiana is the only state in the United States 
that allows double celling” — two inmates to 
a single cell, 

“Being cooped up with two people 24 hours 
a day is a volatile situation” especially with 
the pressure of a death sentence, Smoc said, 

The inmates did not intend to hurt the 
hostages.gind “They just wanted to tell the 
media wif&t their problem was,” Smock said. 


sentencing, 
Wallace was being held Thursday in a separate 


cell block for security reasons, according to Tom 

Roberts, Vigo County chief sheriffs deputy. No 

interviews would be allowed with Wallace because 

Smock would not approve any, Roberts said. 
Smock said Thursday he might allow Wallace to 

nels a atatement about prison conditions at a later 
ate. 
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\By John Halladay 
` Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


` © Convicted murderer Donald Ray 
Wallace Jr., 30, was ordered Mon- 


day to be executed Jan. 14, 1988 —_ 


but one of the men who prosecuted 
Wallace says it probably will be 
about two years before Wallace is 
strapped into the electric chair. 

The date set Monday by Vigo 
Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown is 
Wallace’s. fourth execution date 
since he was found guilty Sept. 22, 
1982, of the Jan. 14, 1980, murders 
of Patrick and Theresa Gilligan, 
both 30, and their two children, 
Lisa, 5, and Gregory, 4, in their 
Evansville home. | 

Trial testimony indicated the 
adult family members were killed 
after they returned home unex- 
pectedly and discovered a burglary 
oe ene and the children were 

illed so they wouldn’t have to 
grow up as orphans. 

The case was moved to Vigo 
County because of publicity in the 
Evansville area. 

Hugh D. McQuillan, who then 
was Vigo circuit judge, on Oct. 21, 
1982, sentenced Wallace to die in 
the electric chair. 


Various appeals by Wallace and 
his attorneys have prevented the 
sentence from being carried out. 


Robert Pigman, Vanderburgh 
County prosecutor and one of the 
men who prosecuted Wallace, said 
after court proceedings Monday 
that he was concerned about the 
delay so far in executing Wallace. 

The delay is not the fault of the 
judge or the prosecution team but 
rather of the way the judicial 
system is set up, Pigman said. 
“There needs to be an abbreviated 
way of considering these appeals,” 


DONALD R. WALLACE JR. ~ 
- Hears death sentence again 
he said. 

He said it probably will be two 
more neces before additional ap- 


peals by Wallace are exhausted. 


But no matter how long it takes, 
“We'll be there every time, every 
step of the way” until the end, 
Pigman said. 

Asked if he had a statement as 
he left the courthouse, Wallace 
shook his head and said something 
in a voice too soft to be heard. 

The convicted murderer was 
taken to and from court under 
heavy guard, chains on his hands 
and feet, his over-the shoulder- 
length hair restrained by a red- 
and-white bandana. He wore a 
small gold cross earring in one ear. 

His attorneys JoAnn Farnsworth 
and Margaret Hills declined com- 
ment after court proceedings. 
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Supreme Court grants 


Wallace anothe 
DEC 


death stay 


Crai tne 4#Criminele 


cob Seted Larl Said Ray 
Wallace Jr. has been granted a stay 
of execution by the Indiana 
Supreme Court. : i 

Wallace was found guilty Sept. 
22, 1982, of the Jan. 14, 1980, 
murders of Patrick and Theresa 
Gilligan, both 30, and their two 
children, Lisa, 5, and Gregory, 4, in 
their Evansville home. 


Trial testimony indicated the 
adult family members were killed 
after they returned home unex- 
pectedly and discovered a burglary 
in progress, and the children were 
killed so they wouldn't have to 
grow up as orphans. 

The trial was conducted in Vigo 
Circuit Court because of publicity 
in the Evansville area. 


Judge Hugh D. McQuillan on 
Oct. 21, 1982, sentenced Wallace to 
die in the electric chair, but that 
sentence has not been carried out 
because of various appeals by 
Wallace. 


Wallace was resentenced — for 
the fourth time — on Nov. 2, with 


a new execution date set for Jan. ` 


14, 1988. 


The order by the Indiana 
Supreme Court received Tuesday 
at the Vigo County Courthouse 
says Wallace will not be executed 
at least until his most recent 
appeal move — a motion to correct 
errors — has been ruled on and 
goes perhaps as far as the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
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South Vigo Senior 
Killed in Holdup ` 


J AR 29 1975 


The investigation was continuing Friday into the shooting death of a 17-year- 
old service station attendant during an apparent robbery Thursday night. 
Found dead was Michael Dean Wilk ey, 1501 S. 8th St., night attendant at the 
500 Platoline Station, State Road 46 and Interstate 70. 
Wilkey had five bullet wounds to the head and one bullet wound to the chest, 
according the Indiana State Police report. 
Reported missing from the 
‘station was $131.68 in currency. 
Reports Friday indicated po- 
tice had no suspects. 
Arrangements for Witkey. a 
senior this year at South Vigo 
High School, were pending Fri 
\day at the DeBaun Terre Haute 
|Chayel. 
| According to the police re 
port. Wilkey’s body was found!) 
at the station at about 9:45 p.m. 
Thursday. | 
Jerry Banfield, a worker for 
Kampgrounds of America lo- 
cated directly behind the serv- 
ice station, had gone to the, 
station and found no one inside, | 
the report indicated. Upon in- 
vestigation, he found the vic- 
tim apparently dead lying face| 
down outside behind the sta-| 
tion. é 
_ He had been shot with what| 
is believed a .22 caliber weapon. 
According to a State Police 
spokesman, one of tue. co-own- 
ers cf the station Bad just lefi 
lstween 9:15 and $:30 p.m., so 
the incident occurred ‘between 
then aud when the body was 
found at phat 5:45 wes. 
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murder is being 


0 ming to check 


n the daylight. 
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the incident 
Thursday night from the In- 


diana State Police were Sgt.) 
syd Heck and Troopers Paul) 
W. Skinner. William Walls. and! 
Jchn Gilmore and fron thej 
Vigo County Sheriff's Denart-' 
ment were Sneriff Ted Melvin. 
4etectives Warren Soules ard 
Tem Raberis, Sgt. Robert Mc- 
Donald and Deputy Larry Pur- 
cell. 

The most recent similar inl 
cident in which a service sta- 
ticon attendant was killed dur-, 
ing a robbery was in May of 
1973. In that incident, Wittiam 
Carpenter, 59, 225- S. 12th St.,! 
was shot and killed during a 
nighttime robbery at the Uni-| 
ted Service Station, 940 Poplar: 
St. No apprehension was made.: 

Authorities were reported 
| studying reports of a similar. 
robbery-killing in Danville, IL, 
just about a week ago. 

„The Wilke, _lling raised some 


7 Ave 


i 29 1975 
sepculation as'`to whether the 


| motive might have been some-| 


ithing other than robbery. But! 
people close to the dead youth 
could not image that he would 
bave had that kind of enemy. 
“A fine boy,” ‘said Harlen 
Lautenschlager, a teacher at 
'Sarab “ott Junior High School 
and o... of the operators of the 
service station and the adjacent 
KOA campgrounds. 
| “He was just working and 
‘then somebody comes along and 
does this . . . somebody who | 
ought to be hung . . .” said 
the man who had known young 
Wilkey for several years. “I 
had him here at Sara Scott — 
he was a senior at South — and 
when we opened th station and 
he came in looking for summer 
work, I knew he was a good’ 
boy and we hired him.” 
: Te filling station ad been a 
Gulf Oil Co. outlet until it was i 
acquired by 500 Platolene from} 
which the present operators 
leased tae station on last March, 
according to reports. | 
| The Wilkey boy was hired 
about a month later, Lauten- 
schleger recalled, noting that 
Wilkey and two other attend-; 
ants shared duties according to 
a schedule based on their avail- 
‘ability. | 
| Tae station had been closing | 
at 9 p.m. until summer hcurs | 
iwere adopted, remaining open 
until midnight since about June. | 
It was reported that two bur- | 
‘glaries ad occurred earlier in 
lwhich cigarette machines had 
been broken open and cash re- 
moved, but no earlier robberies 
nad occurred while the present 
operators had the station. 
Surviving are his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Wilkey; 
|four brothers, Jerry and Ken- | 
jneth of Terre Haute, Donald of i 
Plainfield and Steven of Indian- 
apolis and a sister, Mrs. Doro- 
ithy Yom, Longview, Wosh. 
Wilkey was a member of the 
{Bible Baptist Curch. s 


Local. Youth Arre sted 
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In Wilkey Murder Case 


Vigo County authorities have 
taken into custody a 17-year-old 
youth wanted for his alleged 
connection in the Aug. 28 slaying 
of a gasoline station employe 
Michael Dean Wilkey, 17. 

The Vigo County Grand Jury 
convened Monday to investi- 


gate the Wilkey murder case, 
| according to Phillip I. Adler, 
chief deputy prosecuting at- 
torney. 

The name of the juvenile ar- 
rested Saturday was being with- 
held by authorities pending a 
Grand Jury investigation and 
formal arraignment in Vigo 
Circuit Court, Adler said. 

Wilkey was found shot to 
death the evening of Aug. 28 at 
the 500 Platoline Service Sta- 
| tion, S.R. 46 and Interstate 70. 
An autopsy report revealed 
Wilkey had been shot five times 
in the head and once in. the 
chest. 

The juvenile syprendered to 
local authorities Saturday after- 
(oon at his home near Mt. Plea- 
sant, according to reports. 

About 3:20 p.m. Saturday, law 
‘officers went to the buy’s home 


to question him about the case.: 


Reports indicate the boy ran 
from the house and fled into a 
nearby woods as police arrived 
at the residence. 

Vigo County sheriff’s deputies 
and Indiana State Police 
searched the wooded-area near 
the Mt. Pleasant United Metho-| 
dist Church, but were unable 


proximately 5:50 p.m., the boy 
returned home and surrendered 
to law officers. 

Wilkey was found about 9:45 
'p.m. Thursday, Aug. 28 by Jerry 
Banfield, a worker for Kamp- 
grounds of America, a business 
‘located behind the service sta- 
i tüon. 


Banfield told police he 
|discovered Wilkey’s body lying 
[facedown in a gravel area 
|north of the gasoline station. 
The station employe had been 
‘shot in the head and chest with 
la .22 caliber gun, according to 
„sheriff's deputies. 

, Approximately $130 was taken 


to find the boy. Later. at ap-; 
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during the shooting and robbery 
Aug. 28, police said. 

Although sheriff’s deputies 
failed to air specific information 
about the case, sources indicate 
the shooting incident was 
possibly linked to a disagree- 
ment between the two youths 
over a girl. 


Investigation leading to Satur- 
day’s arrest was a joint effort 
on the part of the Vigo County 
Sheriff's Department and the 
indiana State Police, District | 


Participating - in Saturday's 
search were sheriff’s deputies 
Det. Tom Roberts, Det. Warren 
Soules, Larry Purcell, James 
Jenkins, Ernie Webster and Bill 
Harris, ISP officers included D- 
Sgt. Loyd Heck, Mike Nally, 
Jeff Nicoson, Donald Null, 
Donald Bosc, Dale Mullikin, 


Paul Skinner, and Sgt. Vern 
Tincher. An ISP helicopter was 
also used. 
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Sought in Area 


R MOV 211975) 
By COLLEEN BLACKETER, 
CAROLYN TOOPS and 
PAT BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writers 


A@massive manhunt was underway 
Friday in the Terre Haute area as law 
enforcement officials searched for two 
escapees, one being held on a first degree 
murder charge, who sawed their way out 
of the Vigo County Jail early Friday 
morning. 

Police were searching for Scott J. 
Weyls, 18, RR 24, who was to stand trial 
on Dec. 1 for first degree murder. 

A 16-year-old Terre Haute youth, Joe 
B. Cunningham, also escaped from the 
jail at the same time as Weyls. The 
juvenile had-been transported back to 
Terre Haute from Los Angeles two weeks 
ago ona charge of issuing and delivering 
bad checks. 

Vigo County Sheriff Ted Melvin said 
the pair sawed their way through two 
sets of bars to escape the jail between 1 
a.m. and 4am. Friday Sections of the 
bars on the cel] door and on an outside 
window were sawn off to make a small 
hole through which the two could crawl. 

During the morning, police 
investigated reports of sightings ot the 
pair in several areas. At about 11 a m., 
two suspects, one matching Weyls 
description, were seen near the Riley 
Bank in Riley. Ind.. southeast of Terre 
Haute. Earlier. at about 10 30 a m.. the 
two were reported headed west on the 
Dallas Road, which is south of Terre 
Haute. in a green pick-up truck. At 9 
am. the two were reported seen in the 
New Goshen area. northeast of the city 

As of presstime. nothing had resulted 
from the police investigations into these 


reports 
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Weyls is described as six feet one inch 
tall, weighing 150 pounds. He has red hair 
and blue eyes. At the time of the escape, 
he reportedly was wearing a red plaid 
flannel shirt and blue jeans. 

Cunningham was described as five feet 
10 inches tall. weighing 150 pounds with 
brown hair and brown eyes. 


Vigo County Prosecutor Michael 
Kearns issued warrants for both Weyls 
and Cunningham Friday morning 
charging the pair with jail escape. 

The subjects. since Cunningham was a 
16-year-old and Weyls had been 17 years 
old when arrested, were being held as 
juveniles ın the hospital unit of the jail 

Reports indicate the subjects first 
sawed the bars to their cell and then 
sawed an outside window's bars to 
escape The drop from the first floor 
window tn the hospital area to the ground 
is about eight or nine feet. 

An accomplice was believed to have 
given a hacksaw to the prisoners. Sheriff 
Melvin said the saw was not given to the 
prisoners during Thursday night's 
visiting hours. though. because the 
sawing of both sets of bars would have 
taken longer than just the few hours 
between the visiting period and the time 
of the escape. 


The search for the escaped prisoners 
covered the whole Terre Haute area and 
involved the Vigo County Sheriff’s 
Department. Terre Haute Police 
Department, Indiana State Police, West 
Terre Haute police. Edgar County «il ) 
Sheriff's Department and the Illinois 
State Police 

The search was first concentrated 
Friday morning in the Mount Pleasant 
area in which Weyls parents live. 


Weyls was reported to have stopped at 
a home in the Mount Pleasant area at 4 
am Friday to borrow money Only he 
was in the home. but he referred to “us” 
when talking about the need for money, 
according toreports Weyls left the house 


ir only a few minutes without the 
aoxed-for money 

About six police units and an Indiana 
State Police helicopter were patrolling 
the Mount Pleasant area early Friday. 

Police were investigating the 
possibility that a car reported stolen at 
2104 S. 9th St. early Friday morning was 
taken by Weyls and his companion. The 
car, belonging to Jean Curtis, was taken 
‘between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m., according to 
the police report. The car was a 1962 
two-door Chevrolet with red interior. 

Police reports Friday morning also 
indicated the pair might have been 
driving a 1972 Pinto or a green pick-up 
truck 

Weyls was charged with the Aug. 28 
murder of Michael Dean Wilkey, 17, 1501 
S. 8th St. 

Wilkey. night attendant at the 500 
Platolene Station on Ind. 46 at I-70, was 
found shot. lying face down behind the 
station at about 9:45 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 28. 

Indiana State Police reports indicated 
that Wilkey had five bullet wounds jn the 
head and one to the chest. About $130 in 
currency was missing from the station. 

Both the ISP and Vigo County Sheriff's 
Department had units on the scene 
immediately following the. report of the 
shooting. Deputy Coroner George Kern 
ordered an autopsy, which was 
performed at Union Hospital that night. 

The Coroner's report indicated that the 
chest wound probably would not have 
been fatal alone, since the .22 caliber 
bullet lodged in chest muscles and did not 
„penetrate any vital organs. a 

Investigation into the robbery-murder 
by ISP and VCSD continued during the 
following week. culminating in the arrest 
of Weyis. then 17. near his home on RR 24 
in the area of Mount Pleasant Church on 
the late afternoon of Saturday. Sept. 6. 

ISP and VCSD officers had gone to the 
Weyls home to question the youth about 
3:30 p.m. when Weyts fled into the woods 
nearby A search of the area failed to 
turn up the suspect. who returned home 
about 5.30 p.m. and surrendered to 
officials. 

The Vigo County Grand Jury, meeting 
on Monday. Sept. 8. returned a first 
degree indictment against Weyls in the 
Wilkey death. 

Judge C. Joseph Anderson ordered him 
held in the Vigo County Jail without bond 
pending formal arraignment on Oct. 20. 
Chief Public Defender Robert Howard 
Brown was appointed to represent the 
youth after he took the pauper's oath. 

Psychiatric examinations were 
ordered by Judge Anderson to determine 
if he was competent to stand trial. 

Weyls entered a plea of not guilty by 
reason of temporary insanity and had a 
trial date of Dec. 1 set by Judge Anderson 
following a closed hearing Oct. 14 ona 
waiver ot juvenile jurisdiction. Juvenile 
jurisdiction was waived and Weyls. who 
was 17 when arrested but has since 
turned 18, is to be tried as an adult. 
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last August during a gas station 
robbery was sentenced 10 two 
prison terms Friday afternoon 
by Vigo Circuit Judge C. Joseph 
Anderson. 

Weyls entered guilty pleas to 
second degree murder and 
commission of a crime while 


to 25 years ca the murder 
charge and 5 years on the 
second charge. The sentences, | 


Anderson said will run | 


concurrently 

Weyls was indicted for first | 
degree murder by the grand | 
jury late last August and he had 
been scheduled to undergo a | 


|i jury trial of the charges March | | 


| Sct before the scheduled | 


trial date however. the 
Prosecutor’s Oifice filed the 
other charges against Weyis 
and recommended to the court 
that he be permitted to plead 
guilty to the lesser eharfes’ The 
recommendation stipulated 
that Weyls be given 15-25 vears 
on the’murder charge and a 
determinate sentence of at least 
15 years on the other charge. 
Weylssis accused of shooting 
to death Michael Wilkey who 
was 17 at te time, Wilkey was 
the attendant on-duty at the 
lilting station at the-time ol the | 
robbery. | 
Judge: Anderson enpiamed | 
that singe, §he, murder eas 
committed durin tiie course of 
commission of a felony the first 
degree. murder charge is a 
felony murder charge., He said 
since the felony murder charge 
carries, with it no. lesser 
included offenses. a jury would 
have had to find Weyls either 


guilty of first decree murder of 


not guilty. There would have 
been no other choices. 
Sources indicated Wevls will | 


spend a minimum of 13 years 
behind bars or approximately 
the same time he would have | 
spent had he been given a life 
sentence on conviction of first | 


degree murder. My Community Affalrs File 
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Dea harge 
‘OTHE Mat Ways € britered a pled of 
guilty to dealing with prison in- 
mates and was fined $75 and 
costs and given a 60-day 
suspended jail sentence when 
lhe appeared before Judge 
Harold J. Bitzegaio in Division 
I of Vigo Superior Court on 

Tuesday. 

Weyls had been charged with 
| trafficking with prison inmates 
| in connection with the jailbreak 

November, 1975, of his brother 
Scott Weyls and Joe Cun- 
ningham. Mark Weyls was 
represented by Attorney James 
Crawford. 

Scott Weyls, who had been in- 
dicted for first degree murder 
in the August, 1975, shooting | 
death of a 16-year-old. gas sta- | 
tion attendent, pleaded guilty 
to second degree murder and 
commission of a felony while 
armed with a deadly weapon. 

He is currently serving a 15- 
to 25-year sentence on the se- 
cond degree murder conviction 
which is being appealed. The 
second offence carries a 15- 
year sentence. 

John Cooper, 30, entered a 
plea of not guilty to jail escape 
and had his jury trial set for 
Jan. 31, 1977, in Division I. He 
is represented by Attorney 
Norman Lowery. 

Rick and Jeff Hyde, indicted 
on second degree murder 
charges in the death of Albert 
Fields received continuance of 
their case until Oct. 28 by Judge 
C. Joseph Anderson in Division 
III. Defense attorneys William 
Maher and William Smock filed 
motion for production of 
evidence by Thursday. 

The court issued an order 
permitting Rick Hyde who 
reportedly is suffering.from ul- 
cers to be taken to a the family 
physician for treatment by a 
sheriff's deputy. Juvenile 

_| jurisdiction previously was 
waived in the case of 16-yearold 
Jeff Hyde: Charges of assault 
and battery with intent to kill 
were dropped by the state dur-, 
ing Tuesday's hearing. 


Targets of county gr and jury, 
testify after al 
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Two rural West Terre Haute 
residents, named as targets in a 
Vigo County grand-jury investiga- 
tion into the bludgeoning death of 
Loretta Keith, won court orders 
Wednesday allowing them not to 
testify before the grand jury. 

Keith, 89, was beaten to death 
April 19 as she lay in bed in her 
home, 501 S. Fourth St., West 
Terre Haute. 

David Scott, 16, Route 16, Box 
413B, and Paul Wycoff, in his early 
30s, Route 11, Box 154, were 
named in Vigo Superior Court 
Division 1 as targets of the grand 
jury probe that began Tuesday. 

oth Scott and Wycoff were 
subpoenaed to testify Wednesday 
before the grand jury, but at- 
torneys for the two men filed 
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successful motions to qua sh those J 
subpoenas. 

William G. Smock is r epresent- 
ing Wycoff, while Larry J í. Wagner 
was appointed to defenc { Scott as 
an indigent at the reques ;t of Scott’s 
mother. 

Judge Michael H. Eld! red granted 
both quash motions. 

James Bopp Jr., d ieputy Vigo 
County prosecutor, sai d he did not 
oppose the motions b ecause there 
was no legal authori cy to do so. 

Smock said earlier‘ that being the 
target of a grand jury is no 
indication of guilt. “ [hat’s all he is 


at this point,” S mock said of 
Wycoffs being a target of the 
investigation. 


Wagner said We dnesday that it 
would be improper for him to make 
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any éomment until after the grand 
jury completes its\work. 

Three witnesses testified Tues- 
day before the grand jury. Five 
more witnesses testified Wednes- 
day. 

Bopp said the grand jury now 
will take a one- or two-week break 
so additional state police tests can 
be completed. After the break, the 
grand jury will resume for one 
more day. 

Indiana State Police Investigator 
Don Bosc has said Keith was killed 
with a blunt object. 

Investigators theorize that rob- 
bery may have been the motive. 
Dresser drawers were open and it 
appeared that closets had been 
searched. 
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Scott’s trial scheduled 


(time + Com is WY 
By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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The second of two men charged with the 
April 1984 burglary of Loretta Keith’s 
home in West Terre Haute was scheduled 
Tuesday for trial March 10 in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1. 

Keith, 89, was beaten to death during 
the burglary of her residence at 501 S. 
Fourth St. 

Seventeen-year-old David L. Scott was 
sentenced April 26 to 80 years in prison for 
both the burglary and murder. 

Also indicted — but only for the burglary 


mmunity 


— was Paul L. Wycoff. 

Wycoff, 32, of Route 11 was freed on 
ond. in October 1984. 

Wycoff first asked for a speedy trial, 
then withdrew that request and asked to 
go on trial after Scott. 

William G. Smock, Wycoffs attorney, 
asked this summer for a further delay to 
investigate “the possibility of newly dis- 
covered evidence.” 

“I did find some,” Smock said Tuesday. 

He said the new evidence is related to 
Clifford “Sonny” Allison. 

Allison’s cooperation with authorities 
resulted in a taped conversation, during 
which Scott discussed details of the crime, 
although Scott’s defense attorney; Larry J. 
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Wagner, Miket 1985 client was just 
bragging when he talked about the 
murder. 

Allison got a five-year sentence May 20 
in Edgar County, Ill., in an unrelated 
proceeding that assistant state’s attorney 
Richard M. Kash said involved a “home- 
repair fraud scheme.” Allison failed to 
appear for that sentencing hearing and a 
warrant was issued for his arrest. 

He was apprehended Friday evening by 
the FBI and airport police at Lambert 
International Airport in St. Louis. 

Kash said Allison will now be taken to 
the Illinois Department of Corrections to 
begin serving his Edgar County sentence. 


